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holding the office, but doing a job that is actually worth
doing; this is the position that to the best of my belief I
have always taken, and always shall take. If the people
should feel that I was the instrument to be used at this
time, I should accept even although I knew that I should
be broken and cast aside in the using; for often it is true
that at a given moment there is one tool, one instrument,
particularly available, and then that instrument must be
used even, though to use it necessarily means to break it.
The right motto for any man is * Spend and be spent'; and
if, in order to do a job worth doing from the public stand-
point, he must pay with his own life, actual life on the
field of battle, or political life in civic affairs, he must not
grudge the payment.

"If my position were only a pose, I should certainly act
differently from the way I am acting, for I am well aware
that the way I am acting is not the way in which to act if I
desire to be made President. But my attitude is not a pose,
I am acting as I do because, according to my lights, I am
endeavoring, in a not too easy position, to do what I believe
the interests of the people demand. From this standpoint
I am convinced that although it is entirely proper for other
men to seek the Presidency, it is neither wise nor proper
for me to do so, the conditions being what they actually
are. I have been President; I was President for nearly
eight years; I am well known to the American people; I am
to be judged not by words but by my acts; and whether the
people like me or dislike me, they have these acts all before
them for their decision."

Writing to me at Panama, on January 29, 1912, he en-
closed a copy of the Munsey letter, and said:

"It may be necessary for me to speak, and very possibly
I will have to speak before the first open primaries. I hope
not, however. The trouble is that if I speak it looks as if
I were making myself a candidate, and if I do not speak
it looks as if I were acting furtively.

"I write you, confidentially, that my own reading of